The chairman of a prestigious mathematics department wrote in a
letter to the Research Briefing Panel on Mathematics21 in the fall of
1982:

"Mathematical research has been flourishing in the past
decade but the institutional structure of mathematical research is
in trouble. Recruitment of young talent for the future looks to be
in even more serious trouble. The level of research support has
been very low in terms of the percentage of active research peo-
ple supported, and recent cuts in support have produced signs
of a serious deterioration of morale, especially among younger
mathematicians."

Another chairman wrote:

"We are some one hundred in number. We are invariably
ranked among the top twelve departments in the country, we
continue to recruit good graduate students, and I claim with con-
fidence that of the one hundred at least ninety are seriously en-
gaged in research and scholarship. Yet, after two severe years,
we are down from one-half to about one-third of the faculty on
NSF grants. Moreover, we have sustained these severe losses with-
out any sense of the prevalent quality of work having declined at
all; on the contrary, several colleagues have lost grants in the very
year when they have done their best work. Here, for example, loss
of NSF grants has reduced departmental income from overhead
just when the university, which in any case had always counted on
strong departments like ours to earn much of its research support
outside, is quite unable to raise the level of state support."

We are seriously concerned. Morale at many of the major mathe-
matical science departments is low, and promising young persons con-
sidering mathematical careers are put off.

In most fields of science in the United States, the major university
departments are at the center of research activity. In mathematics, there
is little elsewhere: there are no national laboratories devoted expressly
to the mathematical sciences and no special large facilities providing
unique research capabilities. There is less concentration of research than
in fields where cost prevents replication of expensive equipment at more
than a few institutions. The network of university centers embodies
mathematical sciences research. It is in trouble.

21 Panel of the National Academy of Sciences Committee on Science, Engineering,
and Public Policy. Its report is Attachment 1 to this report.
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